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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM - Entering Grades 1-6 
 
 
KEIKI O KA ‘ĀINA GR 1      
For students entering grade 1 
 
Through reading, writing, math and a science focus, students will investigate the wao kanaka (lowlands 
to the shores) to explore their role as keiki o ka ʻāina (children of the land). This course will incorporate 
themes of aloha ʻāina (deep love and respect for the land and sea which gives us life), wai wai Hawaiʻi 
(traditional Hawaiian values), and learning from our kūpuna (ancestors).  
 
 
AQUANAUTS, MOVERS AND CREATORS GR 1      
For students entering grade 1 
 
Through the incorporation of swimming, athletic interactive games, the arts, and social emotional 
learning, we’ve designed a dynamic summer school course that fosters a healthy environment for 
growth in all students. During the program, participants will develop power from within by discovering 
the ability to express oneself and healthy habits that will provide a thriving life. We'll be splish splashing 
and beach bashing…so come join us as we embark on an adventure of learning and fun! Students will 
spend every day swimming and outdoors, therefore sun protection, water bottles, and a snack are a 
must have from the first day of school.  (This course will require a KS Physical Evaluation Form dated on 
or after January 1, 2025)  
 
 
NĀ MAKAHI’O NAHELE (FOREST EXPLORERS) GR 2       
For students entering grade 2 
 
Hawaiʻi is amazing. It is the home to various ecosystems full of living things that are unique to the pae 
ʻāina. Join us on a dynamic adventure as we explore the native plants and animals of the ʻuka (uplands). 
Students will use science, math, and language arts, in fun and challenging ways to learn about their 
native land. 
 
 
AQUANAUTS, MOVERS AND CREATORS GR 2       
For students entering grade 2 
 
Through the incorporation of swimming, athletic interactive games, the arts, and social emotional 
learning, we've designed a dynamic summer school course that fosters a healthy environment for 
growth in all students. During the program, participants will develop power from within by discovering 
the ability to express oneself and healthy habits that will provide a thriving life. We’ll be splish splashing 
and beach bashing…so come join us as we embark on an adventure of learning and fun! Students will 
spend every day swimming and outdoors, therefore sun protection, water bottles, and a snack are a 
must have from the first day of school.  (This course will require a KS Physical Evaluation Form dated on 
or after January 1, 2025)  
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NĀ MOʻOLELO A MELE ʻO MOANANUIĀKEA GR 3       
For students entering grade 3 
 
Hawaiʻi's distinctive culture is shaped by its Polynesian heritage and a deep respect for both people and 
the environment. Students have the chance to explore Hawaiʻi and other island cultures across 
Moananuiākea through moʻolelo (storytelling), mele (song), and hana noʻeau (crafts).  
 
 
MA KA HANA ‘IKE (ONE LEARNS BY DOING)  GR 3      
For students entering grade 3 
 
Students will have an opportunity to Ma Ka Hana Ka ‘Ike, or learn by doing. This course offers incoming 
third graders an opportunity to build on learning from second grade by enhancing their love of reading 
and passion for math! A daily third block in the haumānaʻs schedule provides for an engaging 
exploratory rotation.  
 
 
KĀHUA GR 4      
For students entering grade 4 
 
The Kahua course sets the foundation for rising fourth graders. Learning will build mathematical minds 
and develop strategies for effective reading and writing skills. To also ensure that creative learning takes 
place, the third block in haumānaʻs daily schedule provides for an engaging elective rotation. 
 
 
KŪʻĒ GR 5      
For students entering grade 5 
 
Entering fifth graders will review and apply reading strategies to prepare for the upcoming school year. 
Haumāna will also learn key concepts to strengthen their essay and idea-based writing. In math, 
students will build skills for success through engaging games and critical thinking activities that make 
learning fun. And of course, we’ll make time to move and explore through our exciting elective rotation. 
 
 
ʻŌIWI MAKERS GR 5      
For students entering grade 5 
 
Join us this summer for ʻŌiwi Makers, an exciting hands-on course connecting technology and 
engineering through the lens of ʻāina. Haumāna will learn both outdoors and in the classroom, 
developing skills such as coding, designing, and inventing. Through collaborative projects, we will 
discover how modern technology and traditional knowledge work together to care for ʻāina. 
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ʻĀINA MOMONA GR 6      
For students entering grade 6 
 
In this engaging and hands-on course, haumāna will explore the connection between kanaka and ʻāina 
through both traditional knowledge and creative expression. Students will care for and learn from our 
campus māla, using ʻike kūpuna and modern tools to understand how we can nourish and sustain our 
ʻāina. Through an integration of art, they will also have the opportunity to capture the beauty and 
abundance of our environment, creating meaningful reflections of ʻĀina Momona. 
 
 
KIAʻI GR 6      
For students entering grade 6 
 
Kiaʻi is a course designed to reinforce and strengthen the skills of 5th grade and prepare for a smooth 
transition to 6th. Working with a team of three teachers, students will receive instruction in reading, 
writing, and mathematics, as well as a rotational exploratory block that keeps students creatively 
thinking. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM – Entering Grades 7-8 
 
ADVISORY 
7:45a – 8:10a 
No registration necessary 
 
All students enrolled in the middle school summer program will begin each school day with morning 
advisory. Advisory is the cornerstone of a successful middle school model that is focused on developing 
meaningful relationships in a safe and nurturing environment in which each student’s academic and 
personal development is guided by an adult advocate. This approach ensures that every student is 
connected to at least one caring and responsible adult. In addition to building relationships, students 
learn key academic and social, emotional and civic skills and dispositions that will support school – and 
life – success. 
 
 
PSAT PREP GRADE 8 
For students entering grade 8 
 
This course is designed to assist students with developing the confidence for college readiness exams 
such as the PSAT in 8th grade as well as in high school. Students will learn and develop test-taking 
strategies and techniques, practice skills essential for the evidence-based reading and writing, and math 
sections of the test, and participate in practice tests. Students will also explore post-high opportunities 
and possibilities with college and career exploration. 
 
 
MATHEMATICAL EXPRESSIONS & EQUATIONS GRADE 7     
For students entering grade 7 
 
MATHEMATICAL EXPRESSIONS & EQUATIONS GRADE 8     
For students entering grade 8 
 
For enrichment only, not for advancement. 

“Expressions & Equations” are foundations of mathematics that students will use all the way through 
college. This course is designed for students entering grade 7 or 8 and will provide true conceptual 
knowledge and real-world problem solving through instruction and small learning communities. In these 
small groups, students will be tasked to self-direct their own learning through active participation and 
collaboration.  
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MINDBENDERS, WORD GAMES & PUZZLE SOLVING GRADE 7      
Level 1 – For students entering grade 7  
 
MINDBENDERS, WORD GAMES & PUZZLE SOLVING GRADE 8      
Level 2 – For students entering grade 8   
 
Mind Benders is designed to develop problem-solving techniques and strategies in a fun and interesting 
environment. Students will be constantly required to develop perseverance and visualization in working 
through math problems and logic puzzles. For students who find enjoyment in patterns and logical 
explanations, figuring out the why and not just the how to, as well as making reasonable sense of 
Common Core concepts, this course is designed to challenge you.  This course is not recommended for 
students in need of remedial instruction. Students who have strong Math skills to keep up with the pace 
of the course will benefit from this course. Homework will be assigned. 
 
 
CREATIVE WRITING & STORYTELLING 
For students entering grades 7 or 8 
 
Haunani-Kay Trask says in her book, “From a Native Daughter,” “Our story remains unwritten. It rests 
within the culture, which is inseparable from the land. To know this is to know our history. To write this 
is to write of the land and the people who are born from her.” In this course, students will learn how to 
bring their culture and experiences to life by sharing them through their stories. Students will explore 
the writing process and gain skills in self-editing and publishing. They will also continue to develop 
reading skills through both fiction short stories and nonfiction informational text. 
 
 
HAʻI ʻŌLELO: PUBLIC SPEAKING 
For students entering grades 7 or 8 
 
This course focuses on public speaking in its different forms. Students will improve their peer-to-peer 
interactions, learn the basics of speech creation, appropriate showmanship, and overall confidence in 
public speaking. Students will read and analyze speeches of historical figures. At the end of the course 
students will be able to create a persuasive speech, highlight a person or product, perform a 
monologue, and be comfortable in a variety of social situations. Homework will be assigned. 
 
 
ʻŌLELO HAWAIʻI FOUNDATIONS GRADE 7 
For students entering grade 7 
Priority given to KSKMS new invitee 7th grade students 
 
Students will be introduced to the Hawaiian language by learning the beginning foundations as well as 
develop an appreciation for their culture to further develop their ʻōiwi identity. Activities will include 
learning mele, oli, grammar, vocabulary, and moʻolelo.  Students will focus on interpretive and 
presentational communication at a novice level. 
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E ʻIMI NAʻAUAO: GRADE 7 SUMMER SCIENCE LAB      
For students entering grade 7 
 
The Grade 7 Summer Science lab is a dynamic, introductory level course designed for students who wish 
to further engage in science. Through this course, students will gain a deeper understanding, 
appreciation, and sense of awareness of our ʻāina (land), ahupuaʻa (land division), and honua (earth). 
Students will learn to kilo (observe), ʻimi loa (explore), noiʻi (investigate), and design engineering. 
Students will participate in a variety of daily activities including hands-on experiments, research, field 
trips, and service learning opportunities such as at a māla (garden), loʻi, and/or fishpond. 

 

E ʻIMI NAʻAUAO: GRADE 8 SUMMER SCIENCE LAB      
For students entering grade 8 
 
The Grade 8 Summer Science Lab builds on the foundations of grade 7 Life Science, guiding students to 
strengthen their skills in the scientific method and engineering design. Through hands-on investigations, 
experiments, and research, students will practice thinking like scientists and engineers while exploring 
topics that spark curiosity. 
 
 
ʻĀINA ARTISTS  GRADE 7 
For students entering grade 7  
 
This course will explore ideas and definitions of ʻāina (land, that which feeds us) through a visual arts 
approach. Our guiding questions are: How have humans related with their natural environment 
throughout history? How has this been reflected in art? How does nature inspire art? How can our art 
proclaim our values about the earth and especially, our home here in Hawai‘i nei? Through in-class 
lessons, activities and a few outdoor activities, students will become familiar with art from Hawaiʻi and 
around the world that deals with these themes. Students will also create personal projects that 
define and represent their own relationships to and understanding of the natural world. Additionally, 
students will gain an understanding of basic art concepts and be exposed to a variety of media including 
but not limited to: drawing, painting, and mixed-media. 
 

SNEAKER MOʻOLELO  GRADE 8 
For students entering grade 8  
 
Students will combine skills found in social studies, English, art, and business as they journey through 
the design and creation of their own personal custom shoes. Students will learn the importance of 
storytelling, the history and moʻolelo of the creative design process of the most popular shoes we see 
today. The course will culminate with students having the opportunity to tell their own personalized 
story through the design and presentation of their own custom shoes. 
 
Note: Students taking this course will be required to provide a new, clean pair of white shoes to use for 
the final project of this course (Cost: Approximately $50). More information will be provided upon 
enrollment. 
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HE ALIʻI KA ʻĀINA: ʻĀINA STEWARDSHIP 
For students entering grade 7 or 8  
 
"He aliʻi ka ʻāina, he kauwa ke kanaka." The land is chief, man is it's servant. In this hands-on course, 
students will explore and deepen their connection with ʻāina. They will learn about native plants and the 
environment, and practice mālama ʻāina. They will take time to learn about issues impacting their ʻāina 
and take steps to understand how to become better stewards of their ʻāina.  (This course will require a 
KS Physical Evaluation Form dated on or after January 1, 2025)  
 
 
SPORTS ACTIVITIES  GRADE 7     
For students entering grade 7 
 
SPORTS ACTIVITIES  GRADE 8      
For students entering grade 8 
 
Let’s get moving this summer! Summer is a great time to fit in fitness. In this course, students will 
develop their growth mindset and how fitness can positively impact your everyday life. Students will 
engage in fitness enhancing activities, team sports, and cooperative games. Sports activities may include 
but are not limited to: pickleball, basketball, soccer, speedball, swimming, frisbee, and volleyball. An 
emphasis is placed on sportsmanship and an individual’s contribution to team success.  (This course will 
require a KS Physical Evaluation Form dated on or after January 1, 2025)  
 
 
GAME ON! ESPORTS EXPLORATION 
For students entering grades 7 or 8 
 
This course provides students an opportunity to explore the Esports community as a recreational game, 
college opportunity, and career choice. Students will identify, train and improve gaming knowledge and 
strengths while building collaboration, problem solving, and innovation skills. Students will also explore 
the Esports community as a whole including college and career possibilities such as visual arts, coding, 
marketing, and business. 
 
 
THE RESTAURANT 
For students entering grade 7 or 8 
 
This course combines cooking and entrepreneurial education in order to give students a unique 
opportunity to create and operate their own food business in the summer session. In one component of 
the course, students will get hands-on experience in the kitchen, learning about various cooking 
techniques, food safety, and nutrition. The other component of the course will focus on the business 
aspect of running a food establishment including design, marketing, and planning. Students will also 
have the opportunity to learn about sustainable food industries and “farm to table” concepts. 
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PAPA MELE I: UKULELE & KANIKAPILA FUNDAMENTALS   
For students entering grade 7 or 8  
 
For students who enjoy singing and playing the ‘ukulele. Students will develop their music and ‘ukulele 
skills. Spontaneous music making, kanikapila style will be included as well as music from all of the 
Hawaiian Islands. In addition to learning how to play the songs, students will expand their knowledge 
about special places within their island home using inspiration from the song lyrics to guide research and 
discussion. No rehearsals outside of class time will be required. 
 
 
PAPA MELE II: ADVANCED KANIKAPILA & SONG PRODUCTION   
For students entering grade 7 or 8 
 
Prerequisite: Students who have previously taken Papa Mele I or have previous experience playing the 
ukulele. 
 
For students that already have some experience with playing the ‘ukulele. Students will improve their 
music and ‘ukulele skills through spontaneous music making, kanikapila style, with an emphasis on 
Traditional and Contemporary Hawaiian Music. Students will experience songwriting and composition of 
music. No rehearsals outside of class time will be required.  
 

PAPA HULA   
For students entering grades 7 or 8  
 
In this course, students will learn basic skills, customs, traditions and moʻolelo of hula. ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi 
(Hawaiian language) as it pertains to mele and hula will also be interwoven throughout the class. No 
rehearsals outside of class time will be required. 
 
 
AFTERNOON ENRICHMENT BY HĀLAU KŪKALAULAMA 
 
HOLOHOLO KAPĀLAMA      
For students entering grades 7 and 8 
 
Students will holoholo within the Kapālama Ahupuaʻa and experience traditional Hawaiian culture in 
modern day spaces with our community collaborators. Students will strengthen their Hawaiian identity 
while they learn about the Kapālama area and Hawaiian cultural practices, through food, moʻolelo, 
mālama ʻāina and shoreline activities. Much of the course is delivered outdoors: in the ocean, in garden 
areas, in a commercial kitchen and other spaces.  (This course will require a KS Physical Evaluation 
Form dated on or after January 1, 2025) 

The course will start and end on the KS Kapālama campus.  Lunch is provided.  Student attendance will 
be tracked, and the attendance policy applies (no more than 5 absences allowed). 

 
 


