
KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS 
Kapälama 

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 

April 29, 2021 

PARENTS OF THE CLASS OF 2021 

Aloha käkou! 

I mua e nā pokiʻi a inu i ka wai ʻawaʻawa. Never have the words of our namesake been so 
appropriate. But, alas, the worldwide pandemic has asked this of us all: To move forward and drink 
of the bitter waters. The loss of our traditional graduation is indeed bitter water to drink, but we will, 
“I mua Kamehameha ē a lanakila”! 

Commencement, with all of its activities, marks the culmination of thirteen years of schooling and a 
new beginning for your sons and daughters. This is an exciting moment for the graduates, their families 
and their friends. While we at KS fully understand how important this rite of passage is for our 
graduates and their ʻohana, we cannot in good conscience hold a traditional graduation ceremony. We 
would hate to jeopardize the health of any member of our ʻohana, especially our kūpuna. We have 
instead, created a unique and, one of a kind week-long celebration honoring our graduates. This memo 
includes a complete list of all commencement activities in which our students and ‘ohana will be able to 
participate.  All commencement activities are completely optional. In addition, important information 
and guidelines for each event is included.  

KS Senior Laptop & School Property Drop-off 
Monday, May 24th & Tuesday, May 25th 

Kōnia Circle – 8:00 am - 11:00 am & 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

Po‘o Kula Senior Dinner 
Friday, May 21st & Monday, May 24 – Thursday, May 27th

Kōnia Field - 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm 
Senior & 2 Guests ONLY  

RSVP: CLICK HERE! 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2021seniordinner


Baccalaureate Service 
Friday, May 28th 

Kōnia Field– 10:00 am – 11:00 am 
Seniors Only  

REGISTRATION LINK: CLICK HERE! 

Class of 2021 Drive-Thru Celebration 
Saturday, May 29th

Kapālama Campus – 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
One vehicle per Senior  

REGISTRATION LINK: CLICK HERE! 

131st Commencement Ceremony 
Sunday, May 30th

Hawai‘i Convention Center – 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm 
Senior & 2 Guests ONLY 

REGISTRATION LINK: CLICK HERE! 

LAST CALL! Pauahi Portrait Photos 
May 24th, 25th, 27th – 9:00 am – 2:30 pm  

May 28th - 11:45 am 
Midkiff Learning Center 

REGISTRATION LINK: CLICK HERE! 

* Note: The above senior events will operate under the strict protocols and guidelines established by 
the Governor, City & County of Honolulu, CDC, WHO, and our own KS Mālama Ola staff. We kindly 

ask for everyone’s understanding and cooperation in upholding these protocols and guidelines. 

We ask that all graduates and guests carefully read through the important information for each   
commencement activity. Thank you in advance to everyone for their kind understanding and 
cooperation to assure that these events are safe for all involved. We are so grateful and excited that we 
can offer an exciting celebration honoring this mighty Class of 2021. 

In addition, we are sharing information regarding a tradition at Commencement that began in 2009. 
Seniors are gifted with a specially designed kīhei (a traditional Hawaiian ceremonial garment) in 
honor of their graduation. Enclosed is an information sheet explaining the design and significance of 
the kīhei. 

If you missed the opportunity to take your Pauahi portrait photo, we will offer a final session during 
the specified dates above. Sign-up is mandatory to reserve your spot. Students must be dressed in 
their dress whites (shoes, too!) and come prepared with their completed order form (enclosed) and 
payment! 
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https://forms.gle/pUmZveV9hqDyCjgU8
https://forms.gle/F5pK1jceRnc6ST7d7
https://forms.gle/gXKvsjLSX6NSeesH6
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4DAAA82CA3FB6-last


Reminder, deadline to register for the Baccalaureate Service, Graduation Drive-Thru Celebration, 
and Commencement is Monday, May 17 at 8:00 pm. Mai mili ‘apa!  

As a final reminder, please note that for ALL events students who experience any symptoms of 
COVID-19 for 1–3 days, even if at home and not missing in-person learning, must provide a 
doctor’s note or negative COVID-19 PCR test collected after the onset of symptoms to Hale Ola 
prior to the student’s return to school or school activities. A doctor’s note continues to be required 
for return following four or more days of illness. 

For any further questions, please contact Special Events Coordinator, Andrea Los Baños at 
anlosban@ksbe.edu. 

We look forward, as I am sure you must, to this exciting period in the lives of the members of 
the Class of 2021. 

I mua! 

Wendy Erskine, Poʻo Kumu  
Kula Ki‘eki‘e Kamehameha Schools 
Kapälama High School 

Enclosures: 
• Senior Laptop & School Property Drop-off Information & Expectations
• Po‘o Kula Senior Dinner Information & Expectations
• Baccalaureate Service Information & Expectations
• Graduation Drive-Thru Celebration Information & Expectations
• Graduation Drive-Thru Route
• 131st Commencement Ceremony Information & Expectations
• Information Regarding “Kalamaküaliÿi—The Royal Lamp” Kïhei
• Picture with Pauahi Order Form
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KS SENIOR LAPTOP & SCHOOL PROPERTY DROP-OFF 
DATES: Monday, May 24 & Tuesday, May 25 

TIME: 8:00 am - 11:00 am & 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  

LOCATION: Kōnia Circle 

Seniors/families will be allowed onto campus during any of the designated dates/time to return their KS 
laptop and any other school property. This drop-off will allow students to return KS items and avoid 
additional charges on their school accounts for any missing items. Individuals will not be permitted to 
exit their car at any time while on campus except if retrieving items from their locker. Items to return 
may include, but are not limited to: textbooks, uniforms, supplies, cameras, costumes, instruments, etc. 

What to expect: 
• All persons in vehicle must wear a cloth face mask.

• Students may select what works best for their schedule using the event date and times above.

• At no point will a student or family member be allowed outside of their car while on campus

– except if retrieving items from their locker.

GUIDELINES: 

• Seniors must enter campus through Main Gate only and bring their ID.

• Only (1) vehicle per graduate will be allowed.

• Items will be exchanged through the front passenger window of vehicle.

• Proper casual dress code attire required. Attire should be in good taste, shirts and footwear

required.

• If arriving in a truck, we ask that there be no passengers seated in truck beds.

• Upon entering campus main gate, graduates must clearly place the 11”x17” Name Placard on

the car dashboard for easy identification of graduate name when entering Kōnia Circle

(provided by KS in mailout forthcoming).

• In the event that you lose or forget your placard, please take a photo of your placard.

• If not already in a case or box, all supplies/items must be bagged (grocery bag, small trash

bag, plastic bag, etc.) to turn into department/course.

• Each bagged item must include an identification label attached to bag (4 labels

provided by KS in mailout forthcoming).

• Identification label to include: student’s first and last name, name of course, kumu

and department.
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• Please note that students may be assessed for any items returned damaged.  

• Once drop-off is complete, please exit campus through Main Gate. 

 
Identification label EXAMPLE: 

 
Student Name (Last, First): Keola Pono 
KHS Department of Property: ENGLISH DEPT. 
Class Title: PACIFIC 

LITERATURE 
Class Kumu: KUMU KAIWI 

 
Laptop return: 

• All items to return for laptops should include laptop bag, laptop, charger, AND 

extension cord. 

• MacBook Air, Case, AC Adapter, AC Extension, AC 2-Prong Adapter 
 

Uniform Collection: 
• Parents and Alumni Relations will be on hand to collect any “gently-used” KS uniforms 

that you wish to donate. Please make sure items are clean and laundered. 

 
For any additional questions, please contact Hope Po‘o Kumu, Alyssa Braffith, at 
albraffi@ksbe.edu. 
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PO‘O KULA SENIOR DINNER’S 
DATES: Friday, May 21 | Monday, May 24 | Tuesday, May 25 | Wednesday, May 26 | Thursday, May 27 

TIME: 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm (Check in begins at 5:30 PM) 

LOCATION: Kōnia Field 

ATTIRE: Aloha Attire & Face Mask (Mandatory) 

EVENT REGISTRATION LINK: PO'O KULA SENIOR DINNER'S RSVP 

*Seniors and ‘ohana should have received a separate informational email from Po‘o Kula’s Office with
event information. Deadline to register to attend is Thursday, April 29th at 9:00pm.

Po‘o Kula Dr. Taran Chun invites our graduates and two (2) guests for dinner and ho‘olauna under the 
stars at Kōnia Field. The invitation is limited to ONE dinner per senior. Those graduates who are 
interested in attending must complete the RSVP above. Seating is limited each evening and online 
registration is on a first come, first served basis. Deadline to RSVP is Thursday, April 29th at 9:00pm. 
NO EXCEPTIONS. Participation in this event is optional. Failure to comply with the following 
guidelines and procedures, will result in dismissal from event and may jeopardize participation in other 
Commencement events. 

What to expect: 
• All students, guests and staff will wear a cloth face mask at all times.

o Face masks must fit properly and cover the nose and mouth.
o Face masks may be removed ONLY when actively eating or drinking.

• BEFORE YOU ARRIVE on Campus: 
o Students must complete the Student Wellness Check.
o Please note that for ALL events students who experience any symptoms of COVID-19 for

1–3  days even if at home and not missing in-person learning must provide a doctor’s note
or negative COVID-19 PCR test collected after the onset of symptoms to Hale Ola prior to
the student’s return  to school or school activities. A doctor’s note continues to be required
for return following four or more days of illness.

o All guests and staff must complete the Guest and Staff Wellness Check
o Students and guests will receive an email after completion to indicate if they are

CLEARED to come on campus.
 If you are NOT CLEARED to come to campus, STAY HOME.

• Upon Arrival 
o All attendees may begin to arrive on campus at 5:30 pm.
o Event parking is at the Ka‘ahumanu parking lot ONLY. Those with handicap placards

or are getting dropped off may do so at Smith Circle. KS Security will be on hand to assist
with parking and traffic.

o All attendees should report immediately to Kōnia Field. No loitering or roaming
campus is allowed.

o CHECK-IN
 Check-in tables will be located on the ‘Ewa-end of the field tent.
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http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/0x2Q3Q2ypR4hWeOBG-pxBA%7E%7E/AAAAAQA%7E/RgRiY2ubP0QwaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lnbnVwZ2VuaXVzLmNvbS9nby8yMDIxc2VuaW9yZGlubmVyVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpggRs4gmB8Eo4bUhFhbG9zaGlyb0Brc2JlLmVkdVgEAAAAAQ%7E%7E
http://go.ksbe.edu/studentwellness
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=lV46XStzb0mgzMXLA5HsgVuvf_Jxi51Kia8C7lYbVKlUN1ZOUlVRVlRRQThTWTAwUENSNEs5SlVBQy4u


 Attendees temperatures will be taken. IMPORTANT: If a guest has a fever
or displays any COVID-19 like symptoms, they will be required to leave.

 Additionally, you will need show proof of your completed KS Wellness
Check  (Green Smiley Face).

• During the Event 
o Seniors and their guests are required to sit together. Only (1) family per table. This

will help us keep one another safe while eating and drinking.
o During the meal service, tables will be ushered in an organized fashion to the food line.
o Seniors and guests will be allowed to move and visit others, as long as 6 ft. social

distancing is maintained.
o Soap, water and/or hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol will be available

for all attendees and staff to use. We encourage everyone to wash or sanitize hands
frequently.

• After the Event 
o At the conclusion of the event we ask that you return to your vehicles and leave

campus.
 If you are waiting for your ride, we request that you maintain social

distancing at Kōnia Breezeway.
o No loitering or roaming on campus is allowed.

If you previously registered, you do not need to register again. For any additional questions, please 
contact the Office of the Poʻo Kula at pookulasoffice@ksbe.edu. 
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BACCALAUREATE SERVICE 
DATES: Friday, May 28, 2021 

TIME: 10:00 am – 11:00 am (Check in begins at 9:30 AM) 

LOCATION: Kōnia Field 

ATTIRE: White KS uniform polo shirt, KS uniform bottom & Face Mask (Mandatory) 

 EVENT REGISTRATION LINK: BACCALAUREATE REGISTRATION FORM 

LIVE STREAM LINK: KSK 2021 Commencement Website 

Baccalaureate, which is traditionally held at Kawaiahaʻo Church, will be on our very own campus this 
year. Due to limited space, this years’ service is limited to the graduates of the Class of 2021 only. The 
service will be live streamed at the link above for ‘ohana to enjoy. Mahalo for your cooperation and 
understanding. 

Seniors that are interested in attending MUST complete the registration form: BACCALAUREATE 
REGISTRATION FORM. Deadline to sign up is Friday, May 17 at 8:00 pm. NO EXCEPTIONS. Each 
student is responsible for their own transportation to and from the Baccalaureate Service. Participation in 
this event is optional. Failure to comply with the following guidelines and procedures, will result in 
dismissal from event and may jeopardize participation in other Commencement events. 

What to expect: 
• Students and staff must wear a cloth face mask at all times.

o Face masks must fit properly and cover the nose and mouth.
• Students must arrive in appropriate attire noted above. All school dress code guidelines, as listed

in the Student Handbook, apply.
• Social distancing must be maintained at ALL TIMES.

ο No hugging, handshaking, etc. 

• BEFORE YOU ARRIVE on Campus: 
o Students must complete the Student Wellness Check
o Students will receive an email after completion to indicate if they are CLEARED to come

on campus.
 If you are NOT CLEARED to come to campus, STAY HOME.

o Students cannot drive other students to campus unless attending the event.
o Parents and guardians may wait in their vehicles for their child.

 Parking is available at the Ka‘ahumanu parking lot or Upper Performing Arts
parking lot. However, at no     point should parents and guardians exit their vehicle.
If they need to use the restroom, they must do so off campus.

• Upon Arrival 
o Students may begin to arrive on campus at 9:30 am.
o Student parking is at the Ka‘ahumanu parking lot ONLY. Those who are getting dropped

off may do so at Smith Circle. Security will be on hand to assist with parking and traffic.
o All students should report immediately to Kōnia Field for check-in. No loitering or roaming

campus is allowed.
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https://forms.gle/pUmZveV9hqDyCjgU8
https://www.ksbe.edu/education/kapalama/high_school/commencement/2021/
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o CHECK-IN
 Student temperatures will be taken. IMPORTANT: If a student has a fever or

displays any COVID-19 like symptoms, they will be required to leave. A
doctor’s note will be required to attend other events.

 Please show proof of your completed KS Wellness Check (Green Smiley
Face).

 When cleared, students will receive a wristband and proceed to seating area.

• During the Event 
o Chairs will be placed socially distanced beneath the tent. We kindly request that

seniors DO NOT ALTER the seating arrangements.
o No congregational singing will be allowed during the service.
o Soap and water and/or hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol will be available for

all attendees and staff to use.

• After the Event 
o At the conclusion of the service, students will be excused in an organized fashion.
o A small snack will be provided for all students upon leaving the service.
o Students must return directly to their vehicles and leave campus.

 If students are waiting for their ride, we request that you maintain socially
distanced at all times. Students may sit in designated seating areas around
Kōnia Breezeway.

o Absolutely NO loitering or roaming on campus is allowed.

For any further questions, please contact Special Events Coordinator, Andrea Los Baños at 
anlosban@ksbe.edu. 
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CLASS OF 2021 DRIVE-THRU CELEBRATION 
DATE: Saturday, May 29, 2021 

TIME: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

LOCATION: Kapālama Campus 

ATTIRE: Aloha Attire & Face Mask (Mandatory) 

LIVE STREAM LINK: KSK 2021 Commencement Website 

The entire Kapālama Campus will celebrate our graduating Class of 2021 and their families as they 
take their last ride on campus. Graduates and ‘ohana will be allowed onto campus during their 
designated time to pick up their graduation articles and various special makana. We encourage 
graduates and ‘ohana to decorate their cars to celebrate their graduate. Honk those horns! Shake those 
pompoms! Cheer on your graduate! It’s time to celebrate! 

A live stream of the drive-thru will be available via the KSK Graduation Website link above, for any 
extended ‘ohana that wish to tune in to the event. Campus access for graduates will begin at 8:45 am. 
Participation in this event is optional. Failure to comply with the following guidelines and procedures, 
will result in dismissal from event and may jeopardize participation in Commencement the following 
day. 

What to expect: 
• All persons in vehicle must wear a cloth face mask.
•  At no point will a student or family member be allowed outside of their car while on campus –

except when the graduate reaches Kōnia Field to walk across the field.
•  Students must arrive in appropriate attire listed above. All school dress code guidelines, as

listed in Student Handbook, apply. Attire must be in good taste.
• Wearing lei is allowed.
•  DRIVE-THRU SCHEDULE- Graduates will arrive to campus in waves and alphabetically by

LAST NAME. To help with traffic and long lines, graduates must adhere to arriving any time
during their allotted timeframe below.

Graduate Arrival Schedule by: 
LAST NAME A-K: 9:00 am – 11:30 am 

LETTERS L-Z: 11:30 am - 2:00 pm 

*IMPORTANT: If students/families are uncomfortable with participating, cannot make it on this day, have 
a fever, or are not feeling well that day, please stay home. 

• BEFORE YOU ARRIVE on Campus
• Only (1) vehicle per graduate will be allowed.
• Vehicles used for drive-through MUST be passenger vehicles. Semi- trucks,

trucks pulling trailers, flatbeds, busses, or anything similar is NOT allowed.
• If arriving in a truck, we ask that there be no passengers seated in truck beds.
• If multiple graduates decide to carpool, it will be at the discretion of graduate

families.
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• Upon Arrival 
• Seniors must enter campus through Main Gate only and bring their ID.
• Upon entering campus main gate, graduates must clearly place the

11”x17” Name Placard on the car dashboard for easy identification of
graduate name when entering Kōnia Circle (provided by KS in mailout
forthcoming).

• Please take a photo of your placard and save it on your phone in the event
that you lose or forget your placard on day of event.

• During the Event 
• All cars will be directed by campus security for traffic flow.
• With the high volume of vehicles and lengthy drive-thru route, please

anticipate some traffic and delays. Your patience, cooperation and
understanding is greatly appreciated. Please drive with aloha!

• Items will be exchanged through front passenger window of vehicle only.
• Only students and parent/official guardians may pick-up their graduation

articles (graduation kīhei and graduation blue satin lei).
• DRIVE-THRU ROUTE- Special stops will be made along the way for

various makana and graduation articles needed for the Commencement
Ceremony the following day.
 All cars will ENTER AND EXIT through the MAIN GATE.
 See attached for Drive-Thru Celebration Route.

• PRESENTATION OF THE GRADUATE - Upon arrival at Kōnia Field,
graduates will be allowed to exit the vehicle and walk across the main
stage as their name is called. At that time graduates will receive their
graduation articles.

• Graduate should not bring anything when exiting the vehicle.
 No animals, flammables, signs or anything contraband items.

• After the Event 
• Please drive carefully as you exit our campus and be mindful of our

neighbors.
• Hydrate and rest-up for the commencement ceremony the following day!

For any further questions, please contact Special Events Coordinator, Andrea Los Baños at 
anlosban@ksbe.edu. 
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Key: 

KSK 2021 GRADUATION DRIVE - THRU CELEBRATION ROUTE 

SATURDAY, MAY 29, 2021 

Stop #7: Princess Drive/ 
Ke Ala Nohona Road--..... 

Stop #8: Bishop Hall 
Bldg. #27'-........_ 

Stop #9: Koai'a Entrance 

f = T raffle route Mauka bound

f = Traffic route Makai bound

- = Graduate stops

Stop #10: KeanakamanO___,.,..

�.,-------��--stop #3: 'Akahi Dining Hall 
Bldg. #63 

The Kamehameha Schools 
Kapalama Campus 
1887 Makuakane Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

1. KEOPUOIANI UKA 
2. KEOPUOIANI KAI 
3. KAPIOIANI NUI 
4. KEKAUWOHI 
5. KINAU HAI£ 
6. HALEAKAI.A ANNEX 
7. KMHUMANU 
8. HALEAKAI.A 
9. KONIA 

9A. FRANK E. MIDKIFF LEARNING CENTER 
10. W. 0. SMITH OFFICE 
11. PRINCESS Rl/TH KE'EUKOIANI 

PERFORMING ARTS COMPLEX 
12. HAI£ KUKUI 
13. HAI£ MAI.AMA OLA 
14. HAI£ OLA 
15. HAI£ HANAI 
16. HAI£ ALAKAI 
17. HAI£ KAHU 
18. HAI£ PELEKIKENA 
19. TENNIS COURTS/LOCKER ROOMS 
20. WNALILO 
21. KAPUAIWA 
22. IOIANI 
23. KAMEHAMEHA 
24. UHOUHO 
25. KALEIOPAPA 
26. KEOUA 
27. BISHOP HALL 
28. KEKUANAO'A 
29. HAI£ KOA 
30. OPERATIONS/SUPPORT SERVICES 
31. GROUNDS/CUSTODIAL/PAINT SHOPS 
32. CARPENTER/MECHANICAL/ELECTRICAL SHOPS 
33. WELDING/GROUNDS SHOPS 
34. GROUNDS STORAGE 

35. KOAl'A 
36. KA'IWAKILOUMOKU 
37. KAIANIOPU'U SWIMMING POOL 
37A. VACANT 
38. PAKI 
39. KEKUHAUPl'O 
40. KUNUIAKEA AlHLETIC COMPLEX 
41. HAI£ HO'OKU KA'A 
42. KAOLEIOKU 
43. KMS CHILl.ER PLANT 
44. KELIIMAIKAI 
46. KAIANIMOKU 
47. KUIHEIANI 
48. NAHIENAENA 
49. KANEKAPOLEI 
50. KEOLAOKAIANI 
51. KEAWE GYM 
52. KEAWE LOCKER ROOM 
54. KAHA'OPUIANI 
55. NAE'OLE 
5B. PRINCESS BERNICE PAUAHI BISHOP 

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
59. KAMAMALU 
60. MAIN GAlE 
61. ULUPONO 
62. ULUPONO 
63. 'AKAHI 
64. KAPOUKAHI 
65. BISHOP MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
65A. CHAPEL HERITAGE CENTER 
66. KE'EAUMOKU GYM 
67. KEKUIAPOIWA 
68. KEKELAOKAIANI 
69. SCHOOL ST. BUS lERMINAL 
70. KOHOU ST. BUS FACIUlY 
71. PUNA GAlE 
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131st COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 
DATE: Sunday, May 30, 2021 

TIME: 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm (Check-in begins at 5:00 pm) 

LOCATION: Hawai‘i Convention Center (1801 Kalākaua Ave. Honolulu, HI 96815) 

ATTIRE: Special Events Dress Whites, Graduation Kīhei, Blue Satin Graduation Lei, KS-

Issued Face Mask & Face Shield (Mandatory) 

LIVE STREAM LINK: KSK 2021 Commencement Website 

Commencement will be held at the Hawai‘i Convention Center (HCC). Students and two (2) 
guests will have the opportunity to celebrate in-person and together as a class. For ‘ohana that are 
unable to attend a live stream of the commencement ceremony will be available via the KSK 
Graduation Website link above, for any extended ‘ohana that wish to tune in to the event.  

Due to the size of our event, graduates and their guests will be seated together in pods of three. 
Seating will be assigned and socially distanced between each family unit. During the presentation 
of the graduates, the graduate will stand up from their seat to be recognized and receive their 
diploma from KS Administration. Graduates will sit after receiving their diploma. There will be 
no walking across the stage by our graduates. This structure is in compliance with the City and 
County of Honolulu’s Tier 3 Structured Event Guidelines where only static events are allowed at 
HCC at this time. Static events are those in which attendees have an assigned seat, attend the 
seated event, and leave. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, strict health and safety protocols must be observed by those 
attending this event. For the safety and security of all guests and graduates, please follow the 
instructions of the HCC Personnel, KS Personnel, Security, and HPD during and after 
Commencement. Failure to comply will result in dismissal from the event. Here are the rules as 
they pertain to our Commencement at the Hawai‘i Convention Center. 

IMPORTANT HAWAI‘I CONVENTION CENTER INFORMATION: 

• Please drive carefully and observe traffic regulations in the HCC parking lot.
• Tailgating is not permitted before or after the program.
• No food or drinks are allowed in the Exhibition Hall at any time.
• No aisles can be obstructed.
• All personal items must fit on lap or under the seat.
• No signs or banners allowed.
• No sticks, pipes, or rods.
• No balloons
• No tripods
• No drones
• No laser pointers
• No noisemakers or air horns
• No silly string, confetti or confetti cannons
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What to expect: 
• All students, guests and staff MUST wear a cloth face mask in addition to a face shield

at all times. 
o Face masks must fit properly and cover the nose and mouth.
o Face shields must be wide enough to cover side coverage temple to temple and be

long enough to cover the chin.
 No goggles, safety glasses, etc.

o Students and guests without proper face mask and face shield will not be  allowed
entry into the Exhibition Halls.

• Seating at the event will be pre-assigned by graduates’ last name. A seating chart will be
provided to senior families as the event nears.

• Graduation kīhei and lei will be picked up at the Drive-Thru Celebration.
o Parents and guardians will receive a special note and instructions on how to tie

their child’s kīhei.

• Before you Arrive at HCC: 
o Students must complete the Student Wellness Check.
o All guests and staff must complete the Guest and Staff Wellness Check
o Students and guests will receive an email after completion to indicate if they are

CLEARED.
 If you are NOT CLEARED to come, STAY HOME.

• Upon Arrival 
o Check-in begins at 5:00 pm.
o Students must arrive in their Special Events Attire (dress whites), graduation kīhei,

blue satin lei, KS issued face mask and face shield.
o Graduates are allowed to wear up to two floral lei of their choice. We kindly ask

that the blue satin graduation lei be placed on the top.
 If choosing to wear a lei poʻo, you may wear that in addition to the two lei

of your choice.
o Parking

 Event parking is limited. Only (1) car per graduate/family allowed.
 Parking fee will be $12.00

 Payment can be made when entering the venue or outside the
Exhibition Halls.

 Payment is encouraged upon arrival to HCC or at the check-in area
to help alleviate traffic congestion when exiting the parking  lot.

o CHECK-IN
 Graduate and 2 guests must check-in together as a family unit.
 Temperatures will be taken by HCC staff before entering the venue.

 IMPORTANT: If a student or guest has a fever or displays any
COVID-19 like symptoms, they will be required to leave.

 After temperature checks, attendees will make their way to the ground
level to check-in as an ‘ohana.

 Check-in tables will be organized in alpha order by graduate LAST
NAME  in front of the Exhibition Halls.

 Graduates and guests will need show proof of their completed KS
Wellness Check (Green Smiley Face).

 After checking in, graduates and guests must proceed directly to their
assigned seats.

 Please refrain from visiting with other families before, during, and
after the event.
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• During the Event 
o Graduates and guests are required to sit together at all times.
o No loitering, socializing, or congregating is allowed.
o Restrooms are located within the Exhibition Hall.
o You may take pictures and video from your assigned seat.
o At Kamehameha, commencement ceremonies are conducted with dignity and

pride. We believe that catcalling, loud cheering, yelling, and signs detract from
the recognition of each student being honored as they stand to be recognized. We
ask your support in maintaining the dignity of the ceremony.

o There will be ample video screens in the venue for all guests to enjoy the
program.

• After the Event 
o To ensure an orderly dismissal, graduates and guests will be dismissed by the

emcee. We ask for your patience in remaining seated until you are dismissed.
o ALL attendees must proceed directly to their vehicles and depart from the venue.

No loitering or roaming on HCC property is allowed.
o Reminder, tailgating is strictly prohibited.
o For the safety of our graduates and guests, there will be NO lei greeting allowed

BEFORE or AFTER the ceremony on the HCC premises. Mahalo for your
understanding and cooperation.

o Security and HPD will be on hand to maintain and monitor all attendees.

For any further questions, please contact Special Events Coordinator, Andrea Los Baños at 
anlosban@ksbe.edu. 
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KALAMAKŪALI‘I
THE ROYAL LAMP

Kamehameha Schools Kapālama marks this special occasion with a kīhei, a traditional  
Hawaiian garment, gifted to each graduating senior. Having successfully completed our 
graduation requirements, they have earned the privilege and honor of receiving this special kīhei 
as a symbol of their passage into the next phase of their lives.

“Kalamakūali‘i—The Royal Lamp” was designed by Visual Arts teacher Carl Pao in collaboration 
with a committee of other high school staff members with expertise in Hawaiian language and 
culture. The symbols in the design have significance for our school and its location on the heights 
of Kapālama, the piko (center) of our graduates’ formal education over the past few years.

The lamakū, or kukui nut lamp, symbolizes enlightenment or the acquisition of knowledge  
and wisdom during our graduates’ time with us. The four kukui represent each grade level of  
the high school, joined by a nī‘au (coconut midrib) which is anchored in a pōhaku (stone).  
What we see of the pōhaku is a shape that resembles an ‘ahu‘ula (shoulder-length feather cloak) 
that represents Pauahi, our Founder and Benefactress, whose generosity created tremendous 
educational opportunities for our graduates. The brilliance of the light has grown stronger as  
they have passed from one grade to the next. We hope that our graduates will continue to add 
kukui, gaining greater enlightenment in their lives beyond Kamehameha, but always be firmly 
connected to the piko of Kapālama.

The wavy lines at the bottom of the design represent wai (water), a source of life and knowledge, 
and symbolize the underground waterway that once flowed through lava tubes and connected 
Keanakamanō (The Cave of the Shark) Valley at our campus’ main gate with Pu‘uloa (Pearl 
Harbor), Oceania and the rest of the world. Our mo‘olelo (stories) say that the Hawaiian god 
Kamohoali‘i traveled this waterway in his shark form to Kapālama. The chevron shapes represent 
a shark’s teeth and also the island of O‘ahu.
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