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Introduction to our Distance
Learning Plan
Kamehameha Schools Maui understands that a school closure for any emergency situation
is a major decision affecting many families, faculty, staff, and the larger Maui community.
However, we will be prepared in the event state health officials or the School’s
Administration deem this action necessary for the health and safety of our KS Maui
community.
Should such a closure be deemed necessary the school will initiate a K-12 Distance
Learning Plan in order to provide continuity of instruction. The Distance Learning Plan will
include faculty as well as student support services.
We are committed to ensuring that students continue to experience the care and
commitment of our faculty and the routine of daily learning, even in the event of school
closure. We must acknowledge that our approach to distance learning cannot replicate the
magic that happens when school is in regular session (the invaluable social interactions and
mediation, real-time, in-person feedback, community and extracurricular events, and so
on). However, we do contend that quality learning can occur virtually.
The purpose of Distance Learning at KS Maui will be to accomplish four K-12 goals within a
flexible framework: Teacher Contact Time; Online Content Delivery; Online Monitoring of
Student Progress/Student Assessments; and On-going Student Support.
It is our intention that we continue to live our mission, vision, and strategic plan, which
together assert that, in order to prepare our students to respond to an ever-changing
world, learning remains responsive, adaptive, personalized, and relationship-based. The act
of delivering distance learning in an emergency situation provides us with a unique
opportunity to reinforce what we assert through our founding documents.
If Kamehameha Schools Maui campus is closed and distance learning is implemented, the
Poʻo Kula will send email communications to both parents and faculty/staff announcing a
timeline for implementation.
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Technology Platforms and Tools
Kamehameha Schools Maui will use the following technology platforms for distance learning. Communication
will be delivered through the usual means.

The selection of a Learning Management System (LMS) will be left to the discretion of the instructor. The list
below includes the systems that may be used by teachers. The purpose of the LMS is to deliver engaging
content and activities to students at a distance. The LMS will house lessons and assessment/feedback
structures to allow for students and teachers to interact online.
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Students in grades 3–12 bring their devices home every night. K–2 students have not take their iPads home in
the evenings. In the event that campus closure seems likely, teachers would attempt to ensure all students in
grades K through 12 bring their devices and chargers home. Also, most of our technology tools are not devicespecific, which means students will be able to access learning through parental devices, phones, etc. in the
event that they cannot access their school issued device.
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Distance Learning Guidelines for Teachers
In all that we do at Kamehameha Schools Maui, we reflect on our core Hawaiian values: pilina, ‘imi na'auao, and
kūlia pono/kuleana. The transition to distance learning will not be quick or easy, our core values offer a foundation
for our Distance Learning Guidelines.
Pilina; teachers will need to think differently about how to support student learning and well-being,
communicate instruction effectively, and provide timely and meaningful feedback.
'Imi Na'auao; teachers will design lessons and assignments that are authentic and relevant, and ensure students
engage in rigorous learning experiences and reflect on their learning.
Kūlia Pono/Kuleana: Students and teachers participate in an online learning community, collaborate and utilize
each other as valuable resources and affirm that learning is ongoing.
Guidelines provided below are intended to help teachers across all divisions to plan and develop their distance
learning curriculum.
PILINA
1. At Kamehameha Schools Maui, student well-being is our priority
Kamehameha Schools Maui’s commitment is to nurture relationships and demonstrate deep care for our haumāna
and their ʻohana. In the event of a crisis that leads to implementation of our DLP, your students may be stressed or
worried. Take the time to assess your students’ mental, physical, and emotional well-being. Even through your
online delivery, we will continue to build pilina and work to mālama our studentsʻ needs as necessary.
2. Stick with whatʻs familiar
In order to more easily transition students to our Distance Learning Plan, teachers should continue to use existing
communication channels and learning management systems (e.g.Google Classroom, Seesaw, etc.). Teachers should
remember that while many students will thrive with distance learning, others will struggle. In other words, we will
stick with what’s familiar to our students.
'IMI NAʻAUAO
3. Commit to E Ola! Learner Outcomes
Whether on campus or from a distance, Kamehameha Schools ensures all students have access to a world-class
education that includes Hawaiian-culture based, project-based learning focused on our E Ola! Learner Outcomes
to design and implement high quality, rigorous learning experiences for our students. Although distance learning
makes it difficult for teachers to facilitate and engage with students through hands-on learning we assert that
when teachers design curriculum with the E Ola! Learner Outcomes end in mind, learning, regardless of time and
location, learning will be rich and meaningful.
4. Less is more
Should Kamehameha Schools Maui implement this DLP, one challenge confronting teachers will be how to best
streamline content and elevate the most essential learning for students. In other words, teachers will take a less-ismore perspective, focusing on essential standards and developing online curriculum around the most meaningful
content. Essential content and skills will be considered when designing the pacing, lessons, volume of assignments
and assessments.
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KŪLIA PONO/KULEANA:
5. Design various learning experiences
When school is closed and students are learning from various locations, teachers will work to connect them
asynchronously (not all students at the same time). Knowing that students might not all be online at the same exact
time, teachers can use KS approved devices and modes of communication for discussion forums/threads like Padlet
and Flipgrid to allow for student responses and dialogue. Students are responsible for their own learning and need
to monitor their progress in each class. When it comes to student engagement and learning, relationships and
collaboration remain important as much online as they do in person. There are many ways teachers can foster it
through synchronous (all students at the same time) learning. If Kamehameha Schools Maui’s campus was closed,
students will be able to gather for synchronous learning times via Microsoft Teams, an online video conferencing
platform.

6. Think differently about assessment
Assessment is one of the most challenging adjustments for teachers new to online learning. Distance learning
should be seen as an opportunity for students, individually or collaboratively, to complete writing assignments,
design infographics, make video presentations, or complete oral assessments via video chat*. Teachers are
encouraged to think differently about the frequency and end goal of assessment instead of forcing a traditional
assessment method that doesn’t fit distance learning. Thinking differently about assessment will positively
influence the experience for students, leverage the strengths of distance learning, and prevent frustration when
traditional methods do not work.
*KS Appropriate Interaction with Students Policy 201.01 applies

The guidelines above are modeled after the DLPs of ʻIolani School and the American International School of Japan, with our gratitude.
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Distance Learning Guidelines for ʻOhana
The transition to distance learning may be challenging for families. Parents will need to think differently about
how to support their children; how to create structures and routines that allow their children to be successful;
and how to monitor and support their children’s learning. Some students will thrive with distance learning,
while others may struggle. The four guidelines provided below are intended to help parents think about what
they can do to help their children find success in a distance learning environment.
1. Establish routines and expectations.
From the first day Kamehameha Schools Maui implements its DLP, parents should establish routines and
expectations. Kamehameha Schools Maui encourages parents to set regular hours for their children’s school
work. Parents should identify a public space, not in a child’s bedroom. It should be a place that can be quiet at
times and have a strong wireless internet signal, if possible. Siblings may need to work in different rooms to
avoid distraction. It is important that parents set these expectations for how their children will spend their
days starting as soon as distance learning is implemented. Parents are encouraged to start and finish each day
with a simple check-in. Older students may not want to have these check-ins with parents (that’s normal!), but
they should nevertheless. Parents should establish these check-ins as regular parts of each day. Not all
students thrive in a distance learning environment; some struggle with too much independence or lack of
structure. These check-in routines need to be established early, before students fall behind or begin to
struggle.
2. Monitor communications from your children’s teachers.
Teachers will communicate with parents through email, as necessary. We also encourage parents to have their
children explain the online platforms (e.g. Seesaw, Google Classroom, etc.) their teachers are using.
3. Take an active role in helping your children process and own their learning.
In the course of a regular school day at Kamehameha Schools Maui, your son or daughter engages with other
students or adults dozens if not hundreds of times. These social interactions and opportunities for mediation
include turning to a peer to exchange a thought or idea, participating in small or large group discussions,
asking questions for clarification, collaborating on group projects, and countless other moments. While some
of these social interactions will be re-created on virtual platforms, others will not. Human beings learn best
when they have opportunities to process their learning with others. Beyond the check-ins recommended at
the start and end of each day, parents should regularly circle back and engage with their children about what
they’re learning. However, it’s important that your child completes their own their work; don’t complete
assignments for them, even when they are struggling.
4. Remain mindful of your child’s stress or worry.
One thing is for certain: Kamehameha Schools Maui will only implement this DLP if a serious emergency has
occurred. Should this happen, it is imperative for parents to help their children manage the worry, anxiety, and
range of emotions they may experience. Difficult though it may be, do your best not to transfer your stress or
worry to your children. They may be out of sorts, whether they admit it or not, and need as much normal
routine as parents can provide. Please reach out to your child’s counselor should he/she experience high levels
of stress or worry.
We thank you in advance for your patience and partnership!
The guidelines above are modeled after the DLPs of ʻIolani School and the American International School of Japan, with our gratitude.
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Roles & Responsibilities During Distance
Learning
Many stakeholders will contribute to the effective implementation of this DLP. The roles and responsibilities of
students and parents are delineated below.
Student Roles & Responsibilities
Establish daily routines for engaging in the learning experiences (e.g. following your daily schedule or
establishing an 8:15 a.m. start).
Identify a comfortable, quiet space in your home where you can work effectively and successfully.
Regularly monitor online platforms (Seesaw, Google Classroom, Showbie, email, etc.) to check for
announcements and feedback from your teachers.
Complete assignments with integrity and academic honesty, doing your best work.
Do your best to meet timelines, commitments, and due dates.
Communicate proactively with your teachers if you cannot meet deadlines or require additional support.
Collaborate and support your Kamehameha Schools Maui peers in their learning.
Comply with Kamehameha Schools Maui’s Acceptable Use Policy, * including expectations for online etiquette.
Proactively seek out and communicate with other adults at Kamehameha Schools Maui as different needs arise
(see pg 8).

* link to Parent & Student Handbook, view pages 40-44

‘Ohana Roles & Responsibilities
Provide support for your children by adhering to the four Distance Learning Guidelines for ʻOhana as well as
you can:
Establish routines and expectations
Monitor communications from your children’s teachers
Take an active role in helping your children process their learning
Remain mindful of your child’s stress or worry
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School Contact Information
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Elementary School Priorities & Conditions
After receiving initial notice from the Poʻo Kula about school closure and timelines, families will receive an email
from the elementary school Poʻo Kumu with specific information.
The primary tools for communication between teachers and families will be email and Seesaw.
Students will have both off- and on-screen learning activities designed to engage learners in experiences that
connect to the current curriculum.
Learning tasks and activities will provide direction to families on how best to support student learning and the
expected level of adult involvement. It is expected that students in grades K–2 will need higher levels of support
than students in grades 3–6.

Lower School: Approximate Time Frames for Learning
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Middle and High School Priorities & Conditions
After receiving initial notice from the Poʻo Kula about school closure and timelines, families and students will
receive an email from the middle and/or high school Poʻo Kumu with division-specific information.
The primary tool for communication between teachers, families, and students will be email.
Teachers will also share resources using the Google Suite of tools (google drive, google docs, google classroom,
google sites) or the online platform they have chosen to use for their course.
Learning experiences are designed to be completed independently or in collaboration with other students.
Third party tutoring is not recommended, nor should a parent/guardian be too involved.
Resources vary by class and lesson, but will include links to videos, graphic organizers, scanned material to read
and engage with, independent research material via online sources or our library databases, and reading
materials including ebooks.
Students are encouraged to be proactive in reaching out to teachers when they have questions or assignments
are unclear.
Grade level counselors are always available to support students with academic, social, or emotional needs.
Please initiate contact by email.

Middle & High School: Approximate Time Frames for Learning
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Additional Resources
For Teachers
Website: Kamehameha Schools Distance Learning HCBE Resources
Website: 15 Strategies for Online Learning When School is Closed
Website: 10 Strategies for Leading Online When School is Closed
Website: How to Design for Learning: Four Approaches to Nonlinear Curriculum
Website: Seven Ways Technology Can Deepen, Not Cheapen, Place-Based Learning
Websites: Six Ways to Move Beyond the Classwork/Homework Divide (and Never Look Back)
Website: Three Ways Online Reflection Promotes Learner Agency in an Age of Urgency Why
Website: Online Connection and Collaboration Matter, Now More Than Ever
Website: Teach Online During an Emergency
Course: Rapid Transition to Online Learning
For Teachers - Curriculum Resource Sites
Website: Khan Academy
Website: TedEd
Website: Future Learn
Website: YouCubed - Tasks and MoreFor Teachers
Other Approved Tools
Padlet - Online collaboration board
Duolingo - Language learning app
Animoto - Video creation tool
Kahoot - Game-based learning platform
Microsoft OneNote - Online content aggregation (like an online binder); download from Self-Service before you
& your students leave for break
TinkerCAD - 3D modeling program
Resources for Parents
Infographic: Online Learning Habits for Students
Website: Online Learning and the Parents Role
Website: Parent Engagement with Student Online Learning is Important
Website: Common Sense Provides Resources Resources to Prepare for COVID
Website: What to Ask When Your Kids Bring Home a Device
Website: Parent Tool Kit

More resources can be found on the KS Maui website: https://www.ksbe.edu/education/maui/
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