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Finding Aid 

by Candace W. Lee 
Kamehameha Schools Assistant Archivist 

 

Abstract:  Maui News  on World War II newspapers number about 68.  These newspapers are stored in 
the Hawai'i Pacific Collection of Midkiff Learning Center, Kamehameha Schools, Kapālama campus and 
were digitized in 2011. 

 
Dates:  December 7, 1941- December 24, 1941 

 
Size:  163 MB, 68 pages 

 
Provenance: .  An original set of Maui News newspapers is stored in the Hawaiʻi Pacific Collection of 
Midkiff Learning Center at Kamehameha Schools, Kapālama.  During the 2011 Christmas Break, the 
newspapers were digitized by Candace W. Lee using a Pentax K-r camera since newspaper broadsheets 
are usually about 600 x 750 mm (23.5" x 29.5"). A request from Kamehameha Schools, Maui high school 
librarian, Ramona Ho, requested the digitization of WWII Maui News newspapers.  Candace W. Lee 
assembled the project team and did the work.  Charlene Hara worked with Jan Becket to assemble a 
unique photographic camera outfit for the project.  

Physical Access:  With the permission of the Hawai'i Pacific librarian  

 
Citation:  Kamehameha Schools.  Each researcher assumes full responsibility to comply with current U.S. 
copyright laws. 
 

Historical Note 

 The United States of America entered the global war begun earlier in Europe and Asia when the 
Japanese bombed the U.S. Pacific fleet stationed at Pearl Harbor in Honolulu, the U.S. Territory of 
Hawai’i.  December 7, 1941 is a date remembered in the islands and at Kamehameha Schools, an 
independent school with a military academy.   

 A peaceful Sunday morning around 7:30 a.m.,  the Girls at Kamehameha School for Girls were 
outside picking flowers for breakfast and others were sweeping the dormitory walkways.  These 
unsuspecting girls waved to the Japanese Zero planes that flew low overhead thinking that this was 
another military drill.   The Boys at Kamehameha Schools for Boys were enjoying  breakfast when they 
heard the gunfire.  Some raced to the dormitory roofs for a view of black smoke pouring  from the navy 
base.   The girls were hysterical but contained in a dormitory basement for safety.  Since Kamehameha 
School for Boys was an honors military academy, they viewed the bombardment with interest. U.S. anti-
aircraft returned fire and shell casings fell on the lower campus fields but one damaged some of a wall 
near the tennis courts.  Hindsight and critical reading of primary source documents including that of the 
Japanese, led the present Archivist and Assistant Archivist to conclude that the Japanese navy were 
intent on destroying only the Pacific naval fleet especially its aircraft carriers and not the civilian K
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population. No land invasion took place.  The hysterical internment of West Coast  Japanese-Americans 
was unnecessary setting a precedent with long-term unintended consequences for the nation.  

 Students from the high school classes of 1942-1945 remember only wartime.  As an 
independent school, Kamehameha Schools had its own hospital with doctor and nurses.  Students were 
sent home and the campus initially housed the families of Pearl Harbor military personnel.  Later, the 
hospital and Girls School campus became a maternity ward.  Class of about 30 or 40 students shared 
spaces.  Many of the Boys went to war.  

 1941 Maui News newspapers illustrate media bias and the availability of information.  The radio 
and the newspaper were the only sources of mass information at the time.  Some propaganda and 
creative facts are expected during the wartime push for popular support by the government.  While the 
media tells only part of the story, every person alive during that time has their story to contribute.  
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List of Newspaper Pages 

Date Page Headline 
12.07.1941 1 Extra / Japanese carrier sunk 

 2 Governor’s proclamation 
 3 No immediate danger 
 4 Blackout tonight all night 

12.08.1941 1 3rd extra / Hawaii under martial rule/ Congress to vote/ FDR asks for war 
 2 Governor’s proclamation 
 3 No immediate danger 
 4 Blackout tonight all night 

12.08.1941 1 4th extra /  U.S. votes war 
 2 Hawaii under martial rule 
 3 No immediate danger 
 4 Blackout tonight all night 

12.10.1941 1 5th war extra- “We will win” – FDR / P.I. battle WON 
 2 Short orders all firearms seized 

12.10.1941 1 Home edition – Schools open today / War bill $150-B 
 2 All ‘Americas’ join in fight 
 3 General Short is military governor of the Territory 
 4 Sports on Maui postponed indefinitely 
 5 U-U teams are listed / It can’t happen now / Christmas Seals / Air Raid 

instructions 
 6 Mauians stranded on Oahu during attack 
 7 Len Wai still alive, living in Macau, China / Enlistments in services jump 

after attack / Tad Ikeoka gives example of “cool head-main thing” 
 8 Editorials 

12.13.1941 1 7th war extra – GUAM taken 
 2 Sub sinks 4000 NIPS 
 1 Home Edition -  Story of Oahu air fight 
 2 These lads carry the news 
 3 Maui on food, fuel rations 
 4 Editorials 

12.13.1941 5 Red Cross at Work / Governor’s proclamation 
 6 Minnesota U. athletes rank in professions / Change in cage rules are listed 

etc. 
 7 Girl Scout orders set / Sunken Japanese ship / Army nines may play M. L. 

clubs 
 8 Japanese attempt pincer movement in Philippines / Red Cross speeds work 

12.14.1941 1 8th war extra – Sampan seized 
 2 Maui on food, gas rations Monday 

12.16.1941 1 10 war extra – U.S. subs strike! 
 2 “Moving Day” plans are issued  

12.17.1941 1 Home edition – Damage slight no injuries sub shells Kahalui!  
 2 Civilians warned to obey orders / Memory lane of Maui sportdom… 
 3 FDR says U.S. fights for rights / Message delivered by Togo to grow as 
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battle raged… 
 4 Editorials 
 5 Governor provides licenses… 
 6 U.S. losses in Sunday attack are listed by Knox… 
 7 Military instructions given civilians 
 8 War briefs… 

12.18.1941 1 11th war extra – Kimmel and Short relived of duties… 
 2 Commander speaks on radio Wednesday night… 

12.20.1941 2 12th war extra – Down four Nip planes… 
12.20.1941 1 Home edition – In Libya-Russia AXIS routed! 

 2 Panzers in Libya lose… 
 3 Towns burned in Nazi retreat on war front… 
 4 Maui church notes… 
 5 Secretary flays infamy of Japan at Pearl Harbor… 
 6 Editorials 

12.20.1941 1 12th war extra – U.S. wins China battle… 
12.22.1941 1 13th war extra – 30 survivors land on Maui’s coast… 

 2 90,000 Nips strike P.I., King asks TH price administrator! 
12.24.1941 1 Home edition – Three transports sunk!  Philippines Hold! 

 2 U.S. British… 
 3 Capt. Matthiesen… 
 4 Bulletin No. 1 Fire and Air raid warden Maui major disaster council… 
 5  F. Pestana dies, rites held Tuesday… 
 6 Editorials 

12.24.1941 1 Second section – Grim story of sea told by Captain Matthiesen Master of 
Japanese sub’s victim 

 2 Nip subs attack near S.F.  
 3 Seasons’ greetings 
 4 Friendly aliens may  use fish nets… 
 5 P.H. heroism told 
 6 Hitler now playing lead role 
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