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Students strengthen their connection to Hawaiian culture

Most, but not all, Ike Hawai i students are Hawaiian (85%).
However, Hawaiian and non-Hawaiian students overwhelmingly
felt a stronger connection to Hawaiian culture as a result of

the program. Interviewees spoke of how they shared their
knowledge of Hawaiian culture with others as well as their desire
to learn more. As one student explained, [Before] I didnt
really care about being Hawaiian but now | feel more pride. And
it helps to know more.
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Families support and bene t from the program experience

Program sta believe that family involvement is an important
component in student learning and ke Hawai i provides
opportunities for family members to participate in course
activities. About half of the students interviewed enrolled in the
program because of encouragement from a relative. Likewise,
family involvement is relatively high regardless of the number of
courses taken. As one student reported, [My] mom was blown
away by it. She took me to all the h ike and everything. She was
really impressed.

Figure 4. Family support and involvement
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Recommendations & next steps

Data collected and analyzed by a third-party, professional
evaluator (PREL) indicate the lke Hawai i Distance Learning
program is having a positive impact on participants in line
with stated goals. As with any evaluation, PREL o ered a
handful of recommendations to further improve and re ne the
program.  ese suggestions are noted below followed by a brief
explanation of how sta are responding to them.

Revisit the logic model it was noted that the organization of the
logic model could be improved with temporal sequencing and
explicit justi cation for long term outcomes. KSDL and R&E
are re-examining the logic model after development of a Simple
Outcome Map.

Triangulate data points currently, the majority of data collected
by the program comes via self-report. DL is working with R&E
to integrate additional sources of data such as observation tools
and pre/post tests to augment self reported impact.

Streamline reporting  Although the semester reports describing
Ike Hawai i are essential, it was suggested that the data be
reduced and prioritized in the report. DL is currently reviewing
the data included in semester, quarterly, and annual reports to
ensure alignment and consistency.

Endnotes

1 issummary brief is based on the full report submitted by PREL titled,
Evaluation of the lke Hawai i Distance Learning Program at Kamehameha

Schools (October 15, 2009).

2 e Partnership for 21 Century Skills argues that to be successful in todays

world, students need to be creative and critical thinkers, and pro cient in

technologies that enhance collaboration and communication (see http://

www.21stcenturyskills.org/).

3 Since the number of certi cate holders was small, all were interviewed. A

sampling of non-certi cate holders allowed PREL to collect qualitative data that

could be compared with the surveys issued by the program sta . Additional

participants were not necessary because the interviews did not uncover a wide

range of responses.
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KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

'lke Hawal'‘l Distance
Learning Program:

Summary of Evaluation Findings 2008-2009
By Brandon Ledward and Dorothy Hirata

What

e lke Hawai i Distance Learning Program was evaluated by Paci ¢
Resources for Education and Learning (PREL) in 2008-2009. lke Hawai i
0 ers participants a unique experience to connect with Hawaiian culture and
gain critical 21% century skills? in a virtual learning community.

Key Program Facts:
00 Open to high school students within the state of Hawai i and

continental U.S. via the Internet

00  Comprised of ve semester-long courses in Hawaiian culture, history,
leaders and literature (Parts 1 and 2)

00 Certi cate available for students who complete four or more courses
00 Served 216 students between fall 2006 and spring 2009

Why

e Evaluation Phase of Kamehameha School’s Education Strategic Plan
(ESP) began in 2008, requires accurate data on the impact of various
programs in order to assess progress toward organizational goals and to
determine opportunities for expansion, improvement or consolidation.

Findings

Overall, the evaluation a rms that the Ike Hawai i program is functioning
well and meeting its intended outcomes.

We [PREL] concluded that Ike Hawai i is well run and provides a viable
opportunity to acquire basic computer skills, Hawaiian cultural knowledge,
some competence for further learning, and an appreciation for the Hawaiian
culture (and, for Hawaiians, pride).

1. Participants are often one-timers yet satisfaction is very high
2. Students gain cultural knowledge and technology skills

3. Students strengthen their connection to Hawaiian culture

4. Families support and bene t from the program experience

SP1 =Prenatal to 8-years
PO TR (Optimize and Build)

(Sustain Momentum) (Innovate and Optimize)
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SP2 = Grades 4 to 16 and post-high SP3 = Kamehameha Schools Campuses, K to 12






