
husband, Archibald Cleghorn!”
Many items in the collection have been

donated by KS ‘ohana, like the 56 shelves of papers
(spanning nearly all of the 20th century) of former
Kamehameha Schools president and trustee
Frank E. Midkiff and the writings of esteemed 
KS teacher and Hawaiian studies scholar Donald
Kilolani Mitchell. 

Or, the scrapbook Barbara Ann Kaawa’s
family donated from the year (1958-59) she spent
in Keöpüolani-Kai as a senior cottage baby. And
the mint-condition photo album filled with images
of the student years of Weston Grove Dower Sr.
’18 contributed by his son. 

An envelope carrying a first-day issue of a
Kamehameha the First three-cent stamp and a
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here are many treasures to be found on the
Kapälama Campus, if you have the time and
need to hunt for them. 

The Kamehameha Schools Archives is a vast
and rich resource of information on the 114 years
of institutional history. Housed on the lower level
of the Midkiff Learning Center on the Kapälama
Campus, visitors are always welcome. Turn left 
at the bottom of the stairs, peer into the first
doorway window, and note the stacks of boxes in
the entryway. You are about to enter the treasure
chest of Kamehameha Schools’ history.

Janet Zisk, KS archivist since 1992, and her
assistant Candace Lee, who recently joined the
archives team, lovingly gather, label, catalog and
store books, letters, documents, reports, publica-
tions, photos and other memorabilia pertaining 
to Kamehameha Schools. 

Zisk, an avid collector who regularly sends
out psychic vibrations into the stratosphere to
attract desirable articles to the archives, rhap-
sodizes on her finds, such as KS leasehold
documents from the 1880s. “They were going to
be thrown away,” Zisk gasped, “and one of them
has the signatures of Princess Likelike and her

Archivists Janet Zisk and Candace Lee are helping to preserve the past for future
Kamehameha Schools generations

Archives: An organized body of 
records pertaining to an organization
or institution. A place in which such
records are preserved.

KS Archivist Janet Zisk educates Kapālama Campus elementary
students on the history of their school.



printed statement commemorating the 50th
anniversary of Kamehameha Schools (1887-1937),
were donated by the Arthur Chang ’41 family.
And Virginia Nary Pokini ’84 bequeathed her
1984 JROTC sponsor’s uniform.

People not closely connected with
Kamehameha have generously gifted the institu-
tion with articles that they felt belonged at
Kamehameha Schools. 

Bert Kobayashi and his wife Susan donated
three letters written by Charles Reed Bishop,
including one written in 1856 to his uncle, William
Brayton of Kingsbury, New York. 

Carol Derbyshire of Keaÿau, Hawaiÿi gave
the archives a red leather-bound diary chronicling
the 1902-03 year that Nellie Sturtevant of
California taught at the KS Preparatory School
for Boys. A memory scrapbook made for retiring
Kamehameha Schools for Girls Principal Maude
Schaeffer in 1942, which featured student water-
color drawings and poems, was returned in 1995
by Schaeffer’s niece. 

Thousands of archival documents and
artifacts can be accessed by KS students, staff,
alumni and the community at large. 

Students conduct class projects, such as
biographies of prominent Hawaiians who
attended or worked at Kamehameha, or put
together time capsules containing letters, photos,
mementos and videos to be opened ten years
after graduation. 

KS staff research institutional history for
educational and business publications, reports,
displays, presentations and video productions. 

Alumni reminisce about their student days
through yearbooks and school newspapers, or
search for information about family members
who attended Kamehameha. Myrtle Hallam saw
her mother’s (Julia Haeuluokalani Hattie ’05)
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1905 graduation photo for the first time when she
donated Hattie’s graduation diploma to the
archives in 1995.

Some spend days or weeks researching a
Kamehameha-related topic for a dissertation or
publication. Carl Beyer ’64 is writing his doctoral
dissertation on the history of manual training and
education in Hawaiÿi, including the vocational
curriculum offered to young Kamehameha
students in the school’s early decades. 

In particular, Beyer is looking at the social
and political context in which vocational training
flourished. Another graduate, Keÿala Carmack ’65,
is working on a biography of renowned Hawaiian
composer Charles E. King 1891.

In the decade of the archive’s existence, its
contents have overflowed its allotted space. In
spite of that, Zisk and Lee are anxious for more. 

“We need KS annuals prior to 1940, as well
as photos (identified), ROTC and sponsor uni-
forms, T-shirts, trophies, banners – in other words,
anything to do with Kamehameha is joyfully
welcomed,” Zisk said. “Scrapbooks are particu-
larly precious,” she adds, “as they tell the story 
of life at Kamehameha from the student’s point
of view.” 

The archivists would also love to receive
ROTC insignia from various eras, as well as older
class rings, honor pins, diplomas and special
events programs from plays, concerts, dances,
building and program dedications and other
significant happenings.

If you don’t know what to do with your KS
keepsakes that are taking up space and collecting
dust in your closets, trunks and drawers, call Zisk
or Lee (842-8945). They will know what to do
with them – add them to their treasure trove and
share them as widely as possible.

Above: Among the
artifacts in the
Kamehameha Schools
archives are school
newspapers, brochures,
scrapbooks and even a
photo of a young
Princess Bernice Pauahi
Bishop.


