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ÒKamehameha

has had a long

tradition of

students 

being properly

dressed for

school.Ó

– TONY RAMOS

They may not be the starched-stiff ROTC
uniforms of years past, but Kamehameha
high school students are sporting a new

Òcoordinated attireÓ look this fall.
Boys have a choice of polo shirts in three

different colors or an aloha shirt and shorts or
trousers. Girls can choose from two polo shirts,
shorts and slacks or aloha attire in either a long
dress or short dress and blouse. 

ÒThe decision to go to uniforms was related
to wanting to take the focus off of dress code
enforcement issues,Ó said Julian Ako Õ61, Dean of
Student Activities. ÒWe felt that teachers and
administrators were having to focus too much on
dress code violations, and that distracted us from
focusing on the education of our students.Ó

Ako admitted that the school faced some
difficulties implementing the program this fall and
offered his apologies to parents. ÒI acknowledge
in a very, very empathetic and sympathetic way
that there were challenges and frustrations for
parents when they went to Liberty House and
found items they wanted were not available,Ó 
he said.

ÒThis first year, I think, was bound to be a
challenge because of the sheer numbers involved
in implementation Ð we were outfitting 1800
students and had to bring in 28,700 pieces of
clothing. In future years, the numbers are going
to be less.Ó

A special committee comprised of parents,
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students and staff helped select the attire,
including the aloha print clothing which was
manufactured under an exclusive Kamehameha
label and designed by school illustrator/designer
Robin Racoma.

ÒThe design depicts a kukui leaf/nut lei,Ó
Racoma said. ÒKukui was used because of its
symbolic significance to knowledge and learning.Ó

ÒKamehameha has had a long tradition of
students being properly dressed for school,
although girls havenÕt been in a uniform or coor-
dinated attire for as long as I can recall and that
goes back at least 50 years,Ó said Kamehameha
high school Principal Tony Ramos Õ58.

ÒIn recent years, with the changing societal
mores and designer apparel, it has become much
more difficult to maintain a dress standard Ð
especially with the girls,Ó Ramos added. 

ÒWe have always expected our students 
to dress for the Ôbusiness of schoolÕ and not for
the beach or a party. The coordinated attire this
year is an effort to standardize these expectations
with the least amount of staff and student time
spent in this endeavor.Ó

Ramos had words of appreciation for 
parents and students. ÒWe do want to thank all 
of our parents and students for their patience and
understanding as we go through this time of
transition. We realize that without their support,
we could not implement this new component to
our program.Ó


