
T
he first time he took in KamehamehaÕs OÔahu
Campus, a job-hunting John Riggle was
impressed. Almost too impressed.
ÒI came here and looked at the campus and told

myself ÔNo way.Õ I didnÕt even have a masterÕs degree,
and I figured this was way above me. I knew I was a
good teacher, but I thought I could never keep up
with what I saw here.Ó

Since 1976, Riggle has kept up enough to lead the
Warrior Marching Band to international acclaim and a
place alongside the top high school bands in the
nation.

Riggle is a former professional drummer who
used the sticks to pound his way through San Jose
State. For him, working his way through school meant
playing rock, jazz and country and western five to six
nights a week.

Riggle combines the laid back temperament of a
musician with the intensity of a top-flight teacher, and
the combination is one Kamehameha students have
found immensely appealing. 

ÒHeÕs a father, an uncle, an instructor, a counselor,
a babysitter and a friend to these kids, and not in any

orderÓ said Aristotle
Santa Cruz, the assis-
tant band director at
Kamehameha since
1978. ÒHe just has a
way of relating at many
different levels.Ó

ItÕs easy to see 
that Riggle has a special
fondness for his
students. ÒIt never
ceases to amaze me
how much the kids can
accomplish,Ó he said. 

ÒThere is an ÔXÕ factor here. People say thereÕs a
ÔHawaiian mystiqueÕ about performing arts and that
these kids have this ÔthingÕ about them. And they do.

ÒWe step back and watch the show when these
kids are under pressure in a concert or a competition,
and for some reason it just goes up a notch. You canÕt
figure out how that happens. They have this magic.

ÒWhen theyÕre done, you can see it in their faces
and you can just feel it. ItÕs mana.ItÕs real manaand itÕs
something unique. 

ÒIÕve worked with other bands and they donÕt
ever get that extra bond. ItÕs that Hawaiian thing and
there really is such a thing.

ÒItÕs been a fabulous experience for me.Ó

ÒHeÕs a father, an uncle, 
an instructor, a counselor, a babysitter
and a friend to these kids.Ó

– ARISTOTLE SANTA CRUZ

LEADER OF THE BAND
As he marks his 25th year with Kamehameha Schools, 

Band Director John Riggle has discovered the true meaning of mana
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