Robertson, who has supervised the island s
temporary school campus since being named
principal in 1996, said she was happy to see
Fortuna come aboard.

I think we ve made a good decision with
Stan, she said. He s eager to learn, easy to talk
to, he has a nice sense of humor and he s very
much interested in people — children and
teachers.

Stan s been wonderful to work with,
added Bogue, who earlier in her career teamed
with Robertson to help establish a Kona campus
for Hawai i Prep. He, Barbara and | really feel
like a team. He s very supportive and | think he Il
be a real strong leader for us.

Robertson said no group has shown more
appreciation for the new school than parents.

As | meet our parents, they are just so happy,
she said. It s not unusual for them to come up
and hug me and tell me how thankful they are
for the new middle school and how delighted
they are that their children don t have to go
away anymore to attend Kamehameha.

This has been a long journey for me. It s
kind of overwhelming, but the reality is setting in
that what we ve all been working for all these
years is really here.

The uniqueness of the island of Hawai i is
expected to open opportunities for Kamehameha
students in the fields of aquaculture, astronomy,
agriculture and tourism, to name a few.

“It's kind of overwhelming,
but the reality is setting in
that what we've all been
working for all these years
is really here.”

- BARBARA ROBERTSON

There are other areas, too, like the
volcanoes and marine biology, that are for the
most part specific to this island, Fortuna said.

That is a huge advantage to providing direct
education services on this island because there is
so much here to take advantage of. Our children
can someday be leaders in these areas.

The uniqueness of this island is really its
resources, Robertson said. Resources in the
sciences, resources in the ocean and resources in
Hawaiian culture and language. I think it s all
part of what our school stands for —its
education not only in the narrow view, but
education in a very broad sense.

Although the school is being built for an
eventual enrollment of 1,120 kindergarten
through grade 12 students by the 2005-2006
school year, Uchiyama said the campus has been
planned for eventual expansion should trustees
decide to do so.

It s all been planned where we can just add
a few buildings and double the enrollment, he
said. It s going to be a very, very nice school.



